


Creating a Custom Website using Microsoft Office Live for Small Business

Creating the basic site

You'll need to have a Microsoft Live ID first.  This could be a live.com ID, or a hotmail.com ID. If you don't have one, you can get one at http://www.live.com.


Then you'll sign up for an Microsoft Office Live for Small Business account at http://www.officelive.com/en-us/
Click on the yellow Create a free Web Site, and enter your Live ID and password
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Under Build your web site, click View Site. 
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The URL is your live ID name followed by web.officelive.com.  You can change the first two parts – everything but the officelive.com part. 
The start page is default.aspx, the home page.  There are tabs on the left side so you can get to some other basic pages – an About page and a Contact page and a site map.


These are all editable templates.  They can be edited by closing the site and clicking the link right above the View Site link you just used.  You'll be going to Design Site.  That allows you to change color schemes or layout, for example, but you're still using a simple template editor, not a more elaborate tool like Microsoft Expression Web.



Fully customizing your site
The basic site with customized templates may be all you need, but if you want to create your own custom website in Microsoft Office Live for Small Business with your own files, you may want to know if you have to use the Microsoft Office Live website templates.
And the answer is "No".  You can delete the Office Live website templates and then publish your own. 
To do that:
Click on the Web Site link at the top of your Office Live for Small Business home page.





Click the Site Actions button.



Select Activate Advanced Design Features.






Click Site Actions again and select Activate Third Party Design Tools.

Notice the warnings here that you will lose the standard templates and any other work you've already done.
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Now you'll need to be able to access the site to delete the existing files and upload your own.  There are two ways you can do this.  One may work better than the other, or one may just be more convenient.
You can click the Go to your web site folder link under Getting Started.  This should open your web site for uploading new files or manipulating/deleting the default files.  

[image: ]

In some cases, you may get this warning:

If you can't access your files from the link, you can add a network location to point to your web site’s URL. To do that:
From the Start menu select Computer.
Place the cursor in a blank area, right-click and select  Add a Network Location.
[image: ]
Click Next.  Select Custom location.  Click Next again.
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Type in the Office Live URL for your site, which will be something like: http://xxxxx.web.officelive.com.   
[image: ]
If you are prompted for credentials, use the Live ID that you used to create your Office Live account.


Create a name for the location.  You can just use the default, which is the URL.
[image: ]

The wizard is now complete and you can click Finish.

[image: ]

This creates a link to your web site in Computer.
[image: ]

By default, clicking Finish also opens the web site network location in Windows Explorer so you can see the files and folders in it.  You can then delete or manipulate its current contents, or you can upload your own files just by dragging and dropping them from your PC to the network site.    
[image: ]
Now you're done!  You have a customized web site, hosted free by Microsoft Office Live for Small Business.
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